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__ Your Committee moft humbly conceive, that the taking fuch Bonds for
Fees before the fame become due, is Extortion, againft Law, and that fach
have been a very great Aggrievance and Oppreflion to his Maj=fty’s Liege
and Dutiful Subjedts in this Province: Buat they humbly fubmit the fame
to the Confideration of your Honourable Houfe,

Signed per Order of the Committee, S, Bordley, lerkz,

The Houfe Concurs therewith.

Mr. Matthews, from the Committee of Aggrievances, &c. delivers
Mr. Speakér the following Report :

By tbe Committee of Aggrievances and Courts of Fuflice, Mey 30. 17:(‘

T appears to your Committec, upon Examination of 7 bomas Bullen late

Clerk of 7a/bot County, by the Examination and Papers hercunto an-
nexed, that there is a ftrong Pretumption of there having been great Abates

| commlttcd in relation to the Huxtering, Sale and Purchaﬁng the Office of
Clerk of the faxd County, and particularly by the prefent Clerk Fobn
Leeds.

Your Commxttec moft humbly conceive, that the Sale of fuch Clerkfhips
relating to Courts of Juftice, is againft Law, and produétive of mary Evils
to his Majefty’s Dutiful Subjeds, but ’tis humbly fubmitted to ycur Ho-
no'urablc Houfe, Signed per Order of the Committee, §. Bordley, Clerk,

. The Examination of Thomas Bullen,

THomzzs Bullen, of Talboi County, being Examined before your Com-
mittee, Declares, that fome time in the Year 1729, or thereabout, he
-~ had finifhed an Apprentxcefhxp or C'erkthip with Zench Fraucis of the fid

. which Time he wrote for the faid Francis, as Clerk of the faid County,
and as an Attorney likewife, and that for and during the Spacc of three
or four Years next after his faid Clerkfhip or Apprentrcet’mp expired, he
. the faid Thomas Bullen was out of Bufinefs fuitable to him, and in the
. Year 1734, entied into a verbal Contrad with the {aid Zench Fraacis, then
alfo Clerk of the faid County, but the faid Contra& was Entred intoand

. County, E/fg; Brother to the faid Zench, and the faid Thomas Bulien; and
| after the execution of which Articles as aforef‘ud the faid Richard Francis
affigned the faid Contra& over unto the faid Teizch Francis by a Writing,
a Copy whereof, with 3 Copy of the faid Atticles, he the taid Thomas Bullen
delivered to your Committee, and ar: hereunto annexed, and under which
Atticles a2 Commiffion was Granted to the faid Thomas Bullen to be Cletk
: of the faid County, and which Commiffion was procured by the Intereft of
; the 1a1d Tench Francis from Edwund Fenings, Efq; Secretary of Aary-
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County, Gent. who was at that Time Clerk of the faid Courty, during

. Executed in Wiiting, between Richard Francis, late of Ann-Arundel




